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BOOK REVIEWS 



THE THEOLOGY OF AN ANGLICAN LEADER 1 

In his Outspoken Essays Dean Inge says that the author of this work 
is "the strongest man in the English church .... has at present an 
influence in the Anglican church which is probably far greater than that 
of any other man." A judgment from such a source whets our curiosity 
to ascertain to what use this writer will put his influence. This is the 
first of three volumes which he intends to write for "Restoration of 
Belief" — belief in God, belief in Jesus Christ, and belief in the Holy 
Spirit and in the church. At the completion of his task, if the critics 
contest his conclusions, he will issue a general defense in a fourth volume. 
At the outset, he confesses to three predispositions: the right of free 
thinking, a conviction of God as the Living God of the prophets and 
Jesus, and a leaning toward Catholic sacramentalism. In this work he 
deals with grounds of belief in God, revelation, the prophetic faith, and 
historical religion as reported in the Old and New Testaments. His 
argument for the being of God leads him to the God of the Hebrew 
prophets and of Jesus, for whom he claims personality, absoluteness, 
transcendence, and essential goodness and love. Personality is denned 
in terms of the human consciousness. God is the Absolute Being, self- 
limited only by his own nature and the creation of free spirits. He is 
transcendent as the Absolute Creator, prior to the world and independent 
of it. Revelation is a real and direct communication of truth to the 
Prophets and Jesus. Free will is affirmed in accord with the traditional 
notion — something which science can neither deny nor ignore. Christi- 
anity is a "historical religion," but in spite of critical, scientific, or 
philosophical considerations, this fact in no way prejudices acceptance 
of miracles and in general the supernatural. The religion of the Old 
Testament, as independent of historical criticism, stands upon a different 
footing from the New Testament, whose message is centered upon the 
person of Jesus Christ and in particular his birth from a Virgin, his 
corporal resurrection on the third day, and his ascension. This position 
is substantiated: first, by miracles not as arbitrary violations of the 
world-order but as aiming at the restoration of an order violated by 

1 Belief in God. By Charles Gore. New York: Scribner, 1921. xvi+300 pages. 
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sin — events adequately authenticated by trustworthy testimony; 
secondly, by the stories of the miracles in the New Testament which are 
to be accepted with the same confidence as if they were reports of ordi- 
nary events; even the Pastoral Epistles have a valid claim as authentic. 
A yet more radical and decisive argument in defense of the miracles is 
the freedom of God interpreted in the light of human free will. Thus 
one may summarize the essential contents of the book. It will doubt- 
less bring "aid and comfort" to many who are disturbed at the inroads 
made by historical criticism and the scientific world-view upon the 
traditional conception of God. However, belief in God as here presented 
has yet far to go ere it will be at home in the modern mind. The modern 
mind which the author seeks to constrain by his argument cares more 
for truth than for tradition, and prefers to adjust its beliefs to reality 
rather than to force reality to an equivocal defense of " Catholic" beliefs. 
For such a task as this the scientific temper is an absolute prerequisite; 
nearly every contention of Mr. Gore is in sharp conflict with the settled 
convictions of responsible thinkers trained in historical and scientific 
methods. Barring a change of mind he will follow the three volumes 
with a fourth in reply to his critics. 

Clarence A. Beckwith 
Chicago Theological Seminary 



SEEBERG'S HISTORY OF DOGMA 1 

Professor Seeberg, of the University of Berlin, has completed the 
new edition of his history of dogma, a noteworthy achievement. It is 
no mere revision of his Lehrbuck der Dogmengeschichte (Vol. II, 1898), 
which for years has been accessible in English. He has re-written the 
entire work and expanded it to nearly four times its original length. 
Increased space has made the book more readable. The stream of 
exposition is, however, occasionally blocked by floating ice in the shape 
of Latin quotations from the sources. Judiciously chosen, these extracts 
inform men too busy to refer constantly to opera omnia. Just as before 
the time of source books the ponderous footnotes of Gieseler's Church 
History served as a mine of quotations, so Seeberg's laboriously docu- 
mented pages furnish specimens of the treasures which may be dug out 
of the works of the Fathers, the Scholastics, and the Reformers. 

1 Lehrbuch der Dogmengeschichte. Von Reinhold Seeberg. Vierter Band, erste 
Abteilung: Die Lehre Luther s. Zweite Abteilung: Die Fortbildung der reformatorischen 
Lehre und die gegenreformatorische Lehre (nebst alphabetischem Register iiber alle vier 
Bande). Leipzig: Deichert, 1017, 1920. xii-f-303; xvi+395-986 pages. 



